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Lions, eight miles north of La Ferte-sous-Jouarre, as
a reserve at the disposal of the Army Commander, The
line of communication for transport columns was
Chateau Thierry-Epieds-F^re-en-Tardenois-Fismes.

The Order concluded by pointing out that the
deciding factor of the day lay in the arrival into
action of the IX. Corps on the front La Ferte Milon-
MareuiL " The corps must under no circumstances be
deterred from coming into action on this front by any
advance of the enemy on Coulommiers."

It is convenient here to anticipate a little, and to
mention that on the evening of the 8th the 6th Infantry
Division came into action in support on the right flank
of the Army at Cuvergnon, north of Antilly, and that
the IX. Corps was in a position of readiness that evening
to envelop the enemy's northern wing on the 9th
by attacking from the line La Ferte Milon-Mareuil on
the right and to the north of the 6th Infantry Division.
Although the enemy had sent forward reserves from
Nanteuil-le-Haudouin to the Bois du Boi, an envelop-
ment of his northern flank seemed assuredj especially
as Von Lepel's 43rd Eeserve Brigade of the IV. Reserve
Corps had reached Verberie on the 8th from Brussels via
Compiegne; it was to march on the 9th through Earon
and take the enemy in rear. On the 8th, the 10th
Landwehr Brigade (Colonel von Lenthe), marching
behind it, reached Bibecourt.

General von Lochow was to take over the command
of the centre group, consisting of the IV. Beserve Corps
and the 8th Infantry Division, on this day.

With the flank of the Army on the Marne and its
front west of the Ourcq an effective envelopment of
the enemy's northern wing seemed certain.